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German dialects as well as the standard language mostly do not show agreement with
predicative adjectives and participles, whereas in older stages of the language agreement was
present (cf. Behaghel 1923, Fleischer 2007a). Starting from this situation, two issues will be
in the focus of my talk. Given the common loss of agreement, I will start with an overview of
the (mostly) Highest Alemannic dialect systems still showing agreement in the (co)predicate
(cf. Fleischer 2007b). I will look into the conditions leading to differences between agreement
with adjectives and past participles in some varieties. In the subsequent section, I will
describe various ways of agreement reduction (cf. Bucheli & Glaser 2004). As agreement can
be simply lost as in most other dialects, the variation to be found in some Highest Alemannic
dialects could be interpreted as the beginning of such a process. A closer look into the
conditions of this variation shows that contrary to canonical agreement it seems that the
maintenance of agreement is functionally motivated (cf. Egger 1993, Fuchs 1993). In other
terms, agreement is more prone to be lost when it is redundant, which is the case with
adjectives unlike participles. Another pathway in the reduction process is the development of
a petrified inflected form (mostly the masculine singular form) towards a syntactic marker of
the copredicative position (Plank 1985). This is what happened in several Upper German
dialects from Eastern Swiss German (Appenzell, St. Gall) to Bavarian. Finally, I will discuss
a petrified neuter form used with participles, concentrating in Southern Bernese dialects.
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